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Life & Light 

Easter 2017 

In a few weeks we will be celebrating Holy Week, actually it is eight days starting with Palm 
Sunday and ending with Easter day. 

There is an old legend about a pastor who found a branch from a thorn tree that was all twist-
ed around and looked for all the world like a crown of thorns. He thought that it would be 
prefect for the service on Good Friday and placed it on the communion table at the front of 
the church. 

Early on Easter morning the pastor remembered that he had left the crown of thorns on the 
communion table and thought that it ought to be removed, as it was not a very good symbol 
for Easter morning. 

He went into the church to remove it before the congregational arrived and gathered for  
worship. When he entered the sanctuary he found the thorn branches blossoming with  
beautiful roses. 

The reality of Good Friday is that the story does not end there. Jesus did not only die but He 
rose from the grave into newness of life. 

Continued on the next page 

http://www.desertgardenchurch.org/
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Front page article continued  
  

Part of the joy of Easter is that by all that Jesus suffered and endured, he has made it possible 

for to share in that same experience, that life does end at the grave and that we are not  

helpless victims in the face of death. 

“I am the resurrection and the life” said Jesus, “whoever believes in me shall live, even 
though they die”. 

The greatness of Easter is the image of Jesus bursting open the gates of death and the grave 
in that explosive moment when the grave could not hold Jesus, in that moment, the resurrec-
tion became a reality for you and me and all who trust in Christ Jesus. 

A happy Easter to you all. 

Brian Anderson 
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Fellowship time in Alexander Hall 

after the Sunday Worship Service 

Church Moderator - Norman Sandvig 

Church Council Clerk - Pat Canfield 

Moderator Elect - Bonnie Shetley 

Council Members at Large: 

 1 year - Art Hamilton 

 2 years - Nancy Asendorf 

 3 years - Jean Brenn 

Board of Trustees Chair  - Sara Givens 

Treasurer/Finance Chair - Dick Ohnstad 

Deacons’ Board Chair - Bev Eilken 

Membership Board Chair - Chuck Harrison 

Missions Board Chair - Gloria Almrud 

Women’s Fellowship Chair - Joyce Dudley 

Men’s Club Chair - Scotty MacCleary 

Flower Committee Chair - Ginger Hamilton 

Boards and Committees 

2017 Officers and Chairs 

 

Church Staff 

Senior Minister - Dr. Brian Anderson 

Music Director - Jane Higgs 

Organist - Christine Kyhn 

Custodian/Audio Video Engineer - Mike Rush 

To contact our pastor when he is away 

from the office, please call Dr. Anderson’s 

cell phone:   

1-781-534-5701 

Sunday worship services: 
9:30AM with fellowship to follow 

Church office hours:  
Monday thru Thursday 8:00AM – 1:00PM 

Choir rehearsals:  
Thursday 2:30PM September-May 
 choir is on hiatus June thru August 

Church staff email addresses:  

 Church Office: congchsc@phxcoxmail.com 

 Dr. Anderson: banderson@phxcoxmail.com 

 Jane Higgs:ccscchoirdirector@me.com 

Church Website address:www.ccscaz.org 

Copies of the Roadrunner are e-mailed if we 
have your address; it is available on the 
counter in the church narthex or you may  
access it on our website. 
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The following members of our congregation have been lost since the beginning of this year: 

Paul Adams  January 27, 2017 

Ed List  January 27, 2017 

Jean Sellon  February 7, 2017 

Don Krone  February 7, 2017 

Estella Templin  March 15, 2017 

“Rest eternal grant to them O Lord and may light perpetual shine upon them. 

May all the Faithful Departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen” 

 

 

     Please join us for the following Easter activities: 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday April 9th  9:30am  Worship Service 

Maundy Thursday April 13th  7:00pm  Contemporary Tenebrae Service 

Easter Sunday April 16th  6:00am  Sunrise Service and Breakfast 

Easter Sunday April 16th 9:30am  Worship Service 
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Moderator’s Moment 

 

Last October I neglected to inform the church that Ed List had fallen three weeks before and 

was moved to a rehabilitation facility.  Meanwhile Ed had wondered why he hadn’t had a visit 

from the church.  Brian was surprised when he heard the news and he left immediately to vis-

it and apologize to Ed and Laura.   

I hurt and embarrassed the people and the church that I love by being so thoughtless.  Please 

call the church office and let them know of someone in our church family that needs a call.  

We can’t depend on the other person to do it.   

I’ll try to do better in the future.  How about you? 

In Christian Love,  

Norma Sandvig, Moderator 

P.S.  Thank you to Sara Givens for putting this edition of the Roadrunner together 

for us!   

 

 

 

 

 

  

As our new board springs into action for a new church year - please say  "YES" when we call 
to ask you to greet, usher, or serve as fellowship hosts. Welcome to our new members -  

Joyce Dudley, Syd Fawcett, Chris Palmer, Jack Teuteberg, & Julie Wood.  

Birthday Sundays are back! Thank you to those who have volunteered already to supply a 
treat! Please see the board in Alexander Hall to sign up for a month.  

The Deacons would like to know who are medical or posse trained personnel in case of any 
emergencies. Please let Bev know so we can make a list available.  Thanks. 

Bev Eilken, Deacon's Board chair 

Deacon’s Corner 
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The following article appeared in the Sun City Independent Newspaper on March 1, 2017.  It 

was good exposure for our Pastor and an excellent advertisement for our church.  

Pepper Gearhart has been appointed to the position of Church Publicity Chair by 

the Membership Board.  She does a great job of coordinating paid advertising for 

our church and exposure to the surrounding community of our church events 

and activities.  A big thank you to Pepper! 



7 

CARE Ministry 

After talking with Pastor Brian, I have decided to resign as chair of this ministry. I feel that 
new and fresh ideas are needed. If anyone is interested in pursuing this ministry, please talk 
with pastor. Thank you. 

Bev Eilken, Care Ministry, chair 

 

California Here We Come! 

Pastor Brian and Heather are hoping to lead a seven-day trip to sunny 

California in July.  The tour begins in San Francisco and will visit Hearst 

Castle, Santa Barbara and the beautiful coast.  Details and sign-up sheets 

are on the notice board or call Butch Bowman at Bell Travel, 623-933-

0037. 

Talent Show 

APRIL 20TH – The “Greet, Meet, & Eat Talent Show”.  Mark your 
calendars and get your tickets now for this event as seats will sell out 
quickly.  Spaghetti / Meatball dinner with all the  
trimmings at 5 pm followed by a Talent Show Featuring our own 
“Wannabe Idols”.  This will be a fun filled night with great 
entertainment by our own stars. Come prepared for lots of laughs.  
Tickets will be available in Alexander Hall; see Pepper after Church for purchase to ensure 

Women’s Fellowship 

Many women attended the joint breakfast meeting with the men on March 7th.  Our speaker, 

Gerry Kroloff was excellent and gave us a lot of information concerning programs for seniors 

available with the Area Agency on Aging.  That agency also sponsors the Doves, which is a 

program for abused seniors. 

At this writing the women are busy working for the Rummage Sale, a major fundraiser for 

Men’s Club and the Women’s Fellowship.  Next month, many of us are involved in the Mem-

bership Fundraiser on April 20th with the dinner and talent show.  With Easter being mid-

month as well, we will not have a general meeting in April.  Plans are being made for a Pot-

luck Salad Luncheon in early May.  Watch the bulletin for further information. 
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Trustee Times 

The Trustees Board for 2017 is made up of the following members:  Sara Givens - Chair,  

Carl Wolkenhauer - Vice Chair, Joan Miller - Secretary, Gypsy Walter & George Asan -

Insurance and Columbarium, Dick Nelson, Bob Pilling & Ron Munns - Building and Grounds, 

Sam McNutt.   

Spring has sprung and have you looked at the giant Chinese Elm tree 

in front of the church?  There was a time not long ago when we were 

concerned about whether or not it could be saved. Thanks to Mike 

Rush working with our landscapers and a lot of rain, it not only has 

been saved but is flourishing.   

What a wonderful sign of God’s nurturing!   

The Trustees Board is working on putting improved termite controls in place and building up 

the flat roof over the church entrance to keep the monsoon rains at bay.   

If you have any questions regarding the financial health of the church or any suggestions for 

improvements in the buildings and grounds, please feel free to contact one of the  

Trustees Board members.   

Sweat Shop Sorority 
 
Our busy group  is  still sorting and arranging materials and supplies. We  sold  many 
things our  group could not use at the  rummage sale.  Many of  our sweat shop  gals al-
so worked hard setting up and  helping  during the  sale days for  the rummage sale  
March  24th and 25th. 
 
We welcomed  Margaret Connley to  our group.  She does not go to our 
church  but  appreciated our quilt set up at the arts  and crafts sale  so much she 
checked us out. We certainly  welcome her and trust  more  will come.  We need  you 
all.    
 
So sorry to report  our sweet Sue Dawson is  still recovering from her  fall  which result-
ed in 3 broken bones in her right elbow.  She  is our main  quilter.  Dear Jean 
Brenn  had  hip replacement surgery and is home now.    
 
We will be meeting  April   3 and   17 at  8:30 in the choir room.  See you there. 

Marcia Lynk   
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You may be able to benefit from your generous  

contributions to the our church.   
 

 

CHARITABLE IRA DISTRIBUTIONS: A GREAT OPPORTUNITY 

Recent legislation making the $100,000 charitable IRA contribution permanent allows taxpay-

ers to take full advantage of the numerous tax benefits of these contributions.   

Sec. 408 (d) (8) permits “qualifying distributions” from traditional IRA or Roth IRA accounts to 

be excluded from gross income.  The provision first appeared in the Pension Protection Act, 

P.L. 109-280, in August 2006, as a temporary measure.  In the intervening years it lapsed and 

was revived several times.  The incentive to charitable giving and through the use of life  

insurance, the ultimate amount the charity receives can be substantially increased.   

What is a “qualifying charitable distribution”? 

The requirements are relatively simple.  The charitable distribution must be: 

 From a traditional IRA or Roth IRA 

 Direct from the IRA trustee to the charitable organization-with no intervening possession 

or ownership by the IRA owner 

 On or after the IRA owner has reached 70.5 years of age and 

 A contribution to an organization that would qualify as a charitable organization under 

Sec. 170 (b) (a).  The church does.   

 

Additional details are available in a handout that can be obtained from the church Treasurer 

or you are encouraged to talk with your personal financial planner or advisor.   Several  

members of our church have taken advantage of this option and are well pleased with the  

result.   
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Missions Board   

Easter is near and during this time of the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection we ask you to 

consider a generous contribution for the special Easter offering.  Traditionally the gifts col-

lected in the Easter offering are split 50/50 and given to two area charities. 

The Missions Board has chosen two charitable organizations as the recipients of the 2017 

Easter Offering, Benevilla and Sunshine Acres.  Our goal is to provide financial assistance to 

organizations who serve local populations with diverse needs and diverse target age 

groups.  

Benevilla is a non-profit organization started in 1981 by Citizens of the Sun Cities.  Its mis-

sion is to promote health and independence for local older adults, adults with disabilities 

and the families who care for them by providing: life enrichment programs, caregiver sup-

port, referral service, home delivered meals, grocery shopping, transportation, handyman 

services and more..  This is a local organization providing services right here in our neigh-

borhoods! 

Sunshine Acres is a children’s home located in Mesa.  It’s mission is to help less fortunate 

children and give them a long term relationship with stable parental figures, preparing 

them for success in adult life.  Supporting Sunshine Acres provides us an opportunity to 

make a difference in the lives of young people who might otherwise have few prospects to 

help them become productive adults. 

Please give whatever you are able to the Easter Offering.  Special envelopes will be availa-

ble in the pews throughout the Easter season.  The individuals who receive services from 

Benevilla and Sunshine Acres will be grateful for your generosity. 
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    Leon & Doris Loupee  April 2 

    Bill & Janet Wagner  April 9 

    Bob & Jeanne Cook     April 13 

    Joe & Kay Shragal   April 13 

  

 

Patricia Canfield  April 2 

Linda Means  April 2 

Eleanor Poe   April 2 

Dick Obert   April 6 

Sara Givens   April 8 

Gordon (Doc)  McClean April 8 

Betty Pine   April 9 

Dick Nelson   Aprl 10 

 

Joyce Zachrich  April 10 

Janet Philips   April 11 

Ruth Banker   April 12 

Faye Guthrie  April 15 

Dora Stewart  April 16 

Pepper Gearhart  April 17 

Julie Wood   April 23 

Nancy Hokanson  April 24 

Marieda Shipley  April 25 
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April 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Worship Service 

9:30am 

Communion 

3   

Staff Meeting 8:30am 

Sweat Shop Sorority 

8:30am 

Deacon’s Board 9:00am 

4 5 

Membership 

Board 8:30am 

Bible Study 

9:00am/3:30pm 

6 

Bulletin Folders 

9:00am 

 

Choir 2:30pm 

7 8 

9 

PALM SUNDAY 

Worship Service 

9:30am 

10 

Staff Meeting 

8:30am 

11 12 

Bible Study 

9:00am/3:30pm 

13 
Maundy Thursday 

Bulletin Folders 

9:00am 

Tenebrae Service 

7:00pm 

14 15 

16 

EASTER 

Sunrise Service/

Breakfast 6:00am 

Worship Service 

9:30am 

17 

Staff Holiday 

Office Closed 

18 

Trustee Board 

9:00am 

19 

Bible Study 

9:00am/3:30pm 

20 

Bulletin Folders 

9:00am 

Choir 2:30pm 

21 22 

23 

Worship Service 

9:30am 

24 

Staff Meeting 

8:30am 

25 

Council Meeting 

10:00am 

 

26 

Bible Study 

9:00am/3:30pm 

27 

Bulletin Folders 

9:00am 

Choir 2:30pm 

28 29 

30 

Worship Service 

9:30am 
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